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ELY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


I beg  leave  to  submit  for  the  approval  of  the  District  Council 
my  report  for  the  year  1925  ; the  report  this  year  is  much  more  com- 
prehensive in  character  than  heretofore,  being  to  a certain  extent 
a review  of  the  progress  made  in  the  public  health  of  the  District 
during  the  preceding  hve  years. 

The  subjects  dealt  with  in  the  report  fall  under  the  following 
main  heads  : — 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area; 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area  ; 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area; 

Housing ; 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food; 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over.  Infectious  Diseases. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


General  Statistics. 


Area  (acres)  ... 

Population  (Census  1921)  ... 

Population  (estimated  1925) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921) 

Number  of  Families,  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921) 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ... 


63,999 

12,883 

13.040 

3,170 

3,191 

£96,522 

£260 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Area. 

The  Ely  Rural  District  includes  a number  of  the  Isle  of  Ely 
or  low  hills  of  Kimeridge  Clay,  situated  mainly  on  the  area  indicated 
in  Sketchley’s  Memoir  of  the  Geological  Survey  as  “ Peat  Land,” 
while  Littleport  is  included  in  the  “ Silt  Land  ” Area.  There  is  an 
area  of  Boulder  Clay  and  Gravel  at  Portley  Hill  (high  ground  to  the 
south  of  Littleport) , whence  part  of  the  water  supply  to  the  wells 
of  the  town  was  previously  obtained.  In  the  southern  part  of  the 
District,  including  Haddenham  and  Stretham,  there  are  outliers  of 
Green  Sand,  and  one  near  Witchford ; in  other  parts  of  the  District 
there  are  shallow  patches  of  drift  gravel  and  sand,  especially  at 
Sutton  where,  unfortunately,  it  has  been  largely  removed.  The 
District  forms  a triangular  area,  bounded  on  the  East  by  the 
great  watercourses  of  the  Ouse ; on  the  West  by  the  New  Bedford 
Level ; and  on  the  South  by  the  depleted  Old  West  River. 


o 

Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

The  principal  industry  in  the  area  is  agriculture,  without 
question  the  healthiest  of  occupations,  though,  unfortunately  the 
standard  of  living  is  lower  than  it  should  be  owing  to  the  low  rate 
of  wages  which  the  industry  is  capable  of  supplying.  There  are  two 
chaff  factories  in  the  District,  and  Hope  Bros,  factory  at  Littleport 
provides  a certain  amount  of  employment.  The  sugar-beet  factory 
at  Ely,  although  not  in  the  area,  has  provided  a considerable 
amount  of  work  for  many  who  would  otherwise  have  been  un- 
employed during  the  winter  months,  and  has  thus  contributed 
largely  to  the  well-being  of  many  families  in  the  district. 

Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Births — Legitimate 

Total. 

210 

M. 

no 

F. 

100 ) 

y- 

Birth-rate  16.48. 

Illegitimate 

5 

2 

3) 

Deaths  ... 

138 

68 

70 

Death-rate  10.58 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  ...  41.86 

Deaths  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of.  Child- 
birth ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  from  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Below  is  a simplified  comparative  table  of  births  and  deaths, 
with  their  respective  rates  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the 
years  1921  to  1925  : — 


Deaths  of 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infants 

under 

Year. 

Popula- 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

One  Year 

tion. 

of  Age. 

1921 

"12,950 

270 

20.80 

164 

12.60 

III. I 

1922 

13,090 

263 

20.09 

171 

13.06 

76.04 

1923 

13,120 

260 

19.81 

178 

13-56 

73-07 

1924 

13,020 

246 

18.89 

183 

14-05 

69.10 

1925 

13,040 

215 

16.48 

138 

7.81* 

41.86 

* Corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution. 


The  most  satisfactory  feature  of  the  above  table  is  the  steadily 
diminishing  rate  of  infantile  mortality,  which  has  sunk  from 
III. I per  1,000  births  in  1921  to  41.86  per  1,000  births  in  the  present 
year  ; less  satisfactory  is  the  fact  that  the  birth-rate  has  fallen 
from  20.80  in  1921  to  16.48  in  1925 ; the  death-rate  in  1925  is 
apparently  much  less  than  in  the  preceding  four  years,  but  this  is 
accounted  for  to  a certain  extent  by  the  fact  that  here  it  is  corrected 
for  age  distribution  : rural  districts  have  many  more  persons  who 
are  either  very  old  or  very  young  than  an  urban  area,  which  normally 
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has  numerous  persons  in  the  middle  years  of  life,  hence  a correction 
is  necessary  in  the  case  of  rural  districts  in  order  that  the  figures 
for  the  country  as  a whole  should  be  on  the  same  basis.  This 
correction  lowers  the  apparent  death-rate  in  rural  areas. 

This  is  the  hrst  occasion  on  which  it  has  been  possible  to  apply 
the  correction  since  the  War. 

Below  are  given  the  numbers  of  persons  dying  from  tuber- 
culosis, and  cancer  during  the  years  1921  to  1925  • 

1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925. 

Tuberculosis  6 n 9 9 7 

Cancer  ...  18  18  24  29  19 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

Hospitals  Provided. 

1.  Tuberculosis. — The  County  Council  has  8 beds  in  the 
Ipswich  Sanatorium. 

2.  Maternity. — Difficult  maternity  cases  are  admitted  to 
Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

3.  Children.— of  tuberculosis  are  sent  to  the  Children’s 
Sanatorium,  Holt,  or  to  Wyton  Hostel.  Non-tubercular  cases  are 
occasionally  sent  to  the  Hunstanton  Convalescent  Home. 

4.  Fever. — The  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  Area  is  situated  at 
Ely,  where  provision  is  made  for  cases  of  diphtheria,  typhoid  fever, 
and  scarlet  fever;  the  hospital  is  run  jointly  with  the  Ely  Urban 
Authority.  There  are  now  28  beds  available. 

5.  Smallpox. — There  are  no  beds  for  the  isolation  of  smallpox. 

6.  Other  Hospitals.— ThQ  other  hospitals  serving  the  District 
are  : — 

Peterborough  Inhrmary, 

Wisbech  Hospital, 

Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

None  of  these  receive  hnancial  support  from  the  Council. 

No  special  institution  exists  in  the  area  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  and  homeless  children.  There  is  a Diocesan  Maternity 
Home  at  Cambridge,  which  can  be  made  use  of. 

There  is  a motor  ambulance  in  connection  with  the  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Ely,  which  is  used  for  the  conveyance  of 
infectious  cases  : non-infectious  cases  and  accidents  are  conveyed  to 
hospital  in  a Red  Cross  Ambulance  where  necessary. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic. — At  Ely  each  Thursday,  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Welfare  Centres. — At  Ely  each  Wednesday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

At  Littleport  each  Friday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

At  Little  Downham  on  the  last  Friday  of  each 
month. 

School  Clinic. — At  Ely  each  Monday,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. — Cases  requiring  treatment  are  dealt 

with  at  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  is  a whole-time  Council  nurse  at  Littleport  : Haddenham, 
Sutton  and  Little  Downham  have  District  Nursing  Associations, 
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which  employ  nurses  who  do  general  nursing  work  in  their  respective 
areas  : these  nurses  also  do  a certain  amount  of  work  under  the 
Notihcation  of  Births  Act  for  the  County  Council,  one-fourth  of  the 
salary  of  the  nurse  being  paid  by  the  Council  in  return  for  this. 

There  is  no  provision  for  nursing  infectious  diseases  in  the 
home. 

Midwives. 

There  are  Midwives  practising  in  Haddenham,  Sutton,  and 
Little  Downham,  but  none  are  employed  by,  or  subsidised  by,  the 
Local  Authority. 

Public  Health  Oeficers  of  the  District  Council. 

These  consist  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  a part- 
time  official,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  wholly  employed 
by  the  Council ; the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  possesses  the  Diploma 
of  Public  Health,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  the  Diploma  of 
the  Sanitary  Institute. 

Laboratory  Work. 

Samples  of  sputum  and  swabs  from  cases  of  suspected  diphtheria 
are  examined  and  reported  on  free  of  charge  to  the  practitioners 
by  Dr.  W.  Henwood  Harvey,  6,  Post  Office  Terrace,  Cambridge, 
and  antitoxin  is  issued  gratis  in  cases  of  diphtheria. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  was  adopted  on 
October  9th,  1919,  and  byelaws  relating  to  Tents  and  Vans  were 
brought  into  force  on  January  15th,  1920. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  parishes  of  Coveney,  Downham,  Littleport,  Mepal,  Sutton, 
Witcham,  Witchford,  and  Wentworth  are  included  in  the  area  of 
supply  from  the  Councibs  waterworks  at  Beck  Row,  Mildenhall, 
from  a well  sunk  in  the  chalk.  The  supply  is  constant,  and  the 
num.ber  of  dwelling  houses  connected  to  the  mains  is  1,107.  Houses 
are  connected  direct  to  the  mains.  There  are  no  standpipes.  The 
proportion  of  the  population  of  the  area  benehting  from  the 
scheme  is  approximately  60  per  cent. 

Inhabitants  of  the  Fen  area  who  can  cart  the  water  are  supplied 
from  the  hydrants. 

The  Parishes  of  Haddenham,  Wilburton,  Stretham  and  Thet- 
ford  are  supplied  from  the  public  wells. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  rivers  in  the  area  are  all  polluted  by  water  pumped  from 
the  fen  drains. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  larger  villages  only  are  provided  with  systems  of  sewerage, 
viz.,  Littleport,  Haddenham,  Stretham,  and  Downham.  In  some 
parishes  catchpits  are  provided  at  the  ends  of  sewers,  from  which 
thd  effluent  passes  into  the  Fen  ditches,  which  are  cleaned  out 
periodically. 
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Statement  Showing  Closet  Accommodation  in  the  Several 

Parishes. 


Parish. 

Coveney 

Pail. 

39 

Type  of  Closet. 

Pit.  Trough.  Water  C. 
10  — — 

Total. 

49 

Downham 

81 

88 

8 

— 

177 

Grunty  Fen 

9 

3 

— 

— 

12 

Haddenham 

76 

12 

12 

36 

136 

Littleport : 

Town  Area 

290 

142 

15 

320 

Fen  Area  ... 

61 

192 

9 

— 

1029 

Mepal  ... 

34 

7 

3 

— 

44 

Stretham 

61 

8 

— 

20 

89 

Sutton  ... 

58 

36 

6 

12 

112 

Thetford 

18 

10 

— 

— 

28 

Wilburton 

25 

2 

I 

20 

48 

Witcham 

16 

8 

4 

— 

28 

Witchford 

30 

9 

4 

— 

43 

Wentworth 

5 

4 

6 

— 

15 

T^otal 

806 

528 

68 

408 

1810 

Cleansing  of 

earth 

Scavenging. 

closets,  privies. 

ashpits  and  cesspools  is 

carried  out  by  occupiers  in  all  Parishes.  In  Littleport,  House  refuse 
is  collected  weekly  within  the  lighting  area  of  the  Parish.  Disposal 
is  by  tip  on  waste  land. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Accumulations  of  hlth  removed 
Houses  in  bad  state  of  repair  reported  . . . 

Y ards  to  dwellings  cleansed 
Privy  nuisances,  foul,  etc. , remedied 
Privies,  new 

Animals  kept  in  an  offensive  state  removed 
Overcrowding 

Samples  of  water  taken  to  County  Analyst 
Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  visited  and 
infectants 
Houses  disinfected 
Drainage  nuisances,  drains  repaired 
Foul  ditches  cleansed 
Pumps  repaired  ... 

New  houses  erected 
Certihcates  granted 
Slaughterhouses  inspected 
Workshops  inspected 
New  slaughterhouses  licensed  ... 
Bakehouses  inspected 


sup 


Dlied  w 


ith  dis- 


14 

6 

5 

6 

6 

5 

I 

16 

16 

25 

31 

II 

19 

27 

27 

24 

55 

I 

23 
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Notices  Served. 

Sts-tutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  () 

IrifoiTriB.l  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Bakehouse  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Slaughterhouse  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Schools. 


Water  Supply  and  Sanitary  Conveniences. 


Littleport 

Town  Boys 
, , Girls 

,,  Infants  ... 

Main. 

y } 

y y 

> > • • . 

Dairy  Houses 

rainwater. 

, , • • • 

West  lands 

y y 

f f • * • 

Little  Ouse 

y y 

, , • • * 

Black  Horse  Drove 

y y 

Downham 

Pymoor 

Filtered  river  water. 

} } • • • 

Mixed 

Main. 

) } ♦ • • 

Infants  ... 

y y 

Coveney 

Mixed 

Main. 

• 

Witcham 

Mixed 

Rainwater. 

Mepal 

Mixed 

y y 

Sutton 

Mixed 

Main . (N 0 proper  drainage . ) 

Witchford 

Mixed 

No  proper  supply. 

(Drinking  from  public  pump.) 

Haddenham  . . . 

Boys  

Pump. 

} } * * * 

Girls  & Infants  . . . 

) y • • • 

Aldreth  ... 

Public  standpipe. 

Wilburton  ... 

Mixed 

Pump. 

Stretham 

Mixed  ...  ... 

Public  pump. 

yy  • • • 

Infants  ... 

y y 

Thetf  ord 

Mixed 

Pump. 

The  Wilburton  and  Haddenham  (Boys)  Schools  are  supplied 
with  water  closets,  the  remainder  of  the  schools  in  the  District  have 
the  pail  system. 


HOUSING. 

General  Housing  Conditions  of  the  Area. 
(i)  Total  No.  of  houses,  December  31,  1925  : — 

Working  Class  ...  ...  ...  2,659 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  666 


Total ... 


3325 
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New  Building  during  1920-1925 


Working  Class 

Other 

Council 

Total. 

Cottages. 

Dwellings. 

Cottages. 

1921 

4 

2 

80 

86 

1922 

2 

5 

7 

1923 

3 

7 

10 

1924 

II 

15 

52 

78 

1925 

15 

12 

33 

60 

35 

41 

165 

241 

No.  of 

Houses 

Estimated 

recorded 

as  Unfit 

Shortage  of 

Parish.  for  Habitation. 

Over- 

Houses, 

crowded.  December,  1925. 

Coveney 

7 

3 

8 

Downham 

10 

3 

23 

GruntyFen 

— 

— 

— - 

Haddenham 

12 

4 

26 

Littleport 

45 

9 

73 

Mepal  ... 

12 

3 

13 

Stretham 

5 

2 

10 

Sutton  ... 

8 

7 

28 

Thetf  ord 

5 

— 

6 

Wilburton 

6 

— 

10 

Witcham 

3 

2 

I 

Witchford 

2 

— 

8 

Wentworth 

— 

— 

■ — - 

Redmere 

— 

— 

— 

115 


33 


206= 


* Includes  replacement  of  unfit  premises. 

The  above  shortage  will  eventually  disappear  when  the  Council’s 
Housing  Scheme  is  completed. 

(II.)  Overcrowding. 

Is  now  relatively  small  in  extent,  and  is  mainly  caused  by 
shortage  of  cottages  of  the  larger  type,  suitable  for  families. 

Overcrowding  is  being  lessened  by  the  provision  of  Council 
cottages.  The  Council  have  in  many  cases  let  their  cottages  to 
overcrowded  families. 

(III.)  Fitness  of  Houses. 

(i)  The  general  standard  of  houses  in  the  area  is  low,  many 
houses  being  badly  lighted  and  ventilated,  rooms  being  too  small, 
especially  bedrooms.  In  many  cases,  walls  are  composed  of 
4J  inch  brickwork,  roofing  and  flooring  timbers  are  decayed  to  the 
extent  of  being  past  sound  repair.  Rents  obtained  for  the  older 
types  of  cottages  are  low,  and  there  is  a consequent  reluctance  on 
the  part  of  owners  to  carry  out  improvements. 


9 


(2)  General  Action  Taken. — Cases  on  report  have  been  dealt 
with  and  repairs  effected. 

The  Register  made  in  1914  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  has  been  revised  during  the  past  three 
years. 

(IV.)  Unhealthy  Areas. 

There  are  no  specially  unhealthy  areas  in  the  District. 

(V.)  Byelaws. 

Relating  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.,  adopted  January  15th, 
1920. 

Housing  Statistics  for  Year  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b)  60 

{h)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  33 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  27 

1.  Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspection — (i)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  640 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  633 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners 
of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  — 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  i 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  : — 

{a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

{h)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  ii,  14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with 

a view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made. . . ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  dwelling  houses  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  — 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk. — In  6 parishes  the  wholesale  production  of  milk 
is  carried  on,  supplies  being  sent  to  the  large  centres  of  population. 
Production  is  on  the  whole  carried  out  under  fair  conditions.  Many 
improvements  are  needed  in  buildings  and  stores,  and  also  as 
regards  water  supplies. 

Occupiers  have  in  many  cases  carried  out  suggested  improve- 
ments in  sheds,  etc. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1922. — Registers  have  been  made  under 
the  Act,  and  contain  the  names  of  65  wholesale  producers  and 
26  retailers. 

Eight  dairies  used  for  cheesemaking  were  inspected  during  the 
year. 

No  action  as  to  tuberculous  milk  and  tuberculous  cattle  was 
taken. 

No  licences  were  issued  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  special 
designations. 

{h)  Meat. — (i)  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924  — No 
special  arrangements  for  inspection  of  meat  are  in  force. 

Inspection  of  slaughterhouses  is  carried  through  monthly, 
and  at  the  hours  of  slaughter  when  possible. 

No  cases  of  disease  in  meat  have  been  reported  or  found. 

Retail  shops  in  most  cases  are  fitted  for  the  purpose,  and  are 
provided  with  glass  fronts.  Chill  rooms  are  installed  in  some 
shops. 

There  are  no  public  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 
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Private  Slaughterhouses. 

In  1920.  In  Jan.,  1925.  In  Dec.,  1925. 

Registered  ...  — — 23 

Licensed  ...  — — i 

24 

(c)  Other  Foods. — There  are  23  Bakehouses  in  the  district. 
These  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  generally  found  satis- 
factory. Eleven  defects  have  been  remedied  during  the  year. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally. 

The  disease  which  has  been  most  prevalent  during  the  five 
years  1921  to  1925  is  scarlet  fever;  this  disease  has  been  widely 
spread  over  the  District,  the  chief  centres  being  Haddenham, 
Stretham,  Little  Downham,  and  Littleport;  the  origin  of  the  in- 
dividual outbreaks  has  in  most  cases  been  obscure,  and  only  in  one 
instance  was  it  possible  to  say  how  the  disease  originated,  namely, 
the  outbreak  in  1924-25,  where  the  disease  could  be  definitely 
traced  to  a case  imported  from  Cambridge. 

I cannot  help  thinking  that  a number  of  cases  were  not  brought 
under  medical  supervision,  and  that  the  children  were  probably 
allowed  to  mix  freely  with  their  fellows  whilst  still  in  an  infectious 
condition;  if  this  is  so  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a higher  sense  of  public  duty  will  animate 
such  parents  in  the  future. 

The  “ Dick  " test  for  scarlet  fever  and  the  serum  method 
of  immunization  against  this  disease  have  not  as  yet  been  used 
in  the  District. 

The  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  has  not  been  large  during 
the  years  under  review,  the  highest  number  being  17,  recorded  in 
1925.  The  bulk  of  the  cases  occurred  in  Littleport  and  the  surround- 
ing area,  the  remainder  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sutton. 
The  “ Schick  ” test  and  method  of  immunization  have  not  yet  been 
used.  Antitoxin  has  been  freely  supplied  and  used. 

There  were  10  cases  of  typhoid  fever  during  the  years  in 
question,  2 cases  occurring  each  year;  4 of  these  were  from  Little 
Downham,  3 from  Littleport,  2 from  Sutton,  and  i from  Witchford. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  provision  of  a pure  water  supply  will 
diminish  the  incidence  of  this  serious  disease. 

Isolation  in  the  maj  ority  of  the  cases  of  the  above  diseases  has  been 
secured  by  removing  them  to  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Ely, 
and  in  the  few  cases  which  were  treated  at  home,  as  strict  measures 
as  were  possible  were  enforced.  Disinfection  has  been  carried  out 
in  all  cases,  the  houses  being  disinfected  with  formalin,  and  blankets, 
etc.,  being  sterilized  at  the  Joint  Hospital. 


12 


Below  is  given  a table  of  the  total  number  of  notifiable  diseases 
which  occurred  during  the  years  under  review  : — 


Diseases. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

Total. 

Scarlet  Fever 

54 

19 

• « • 

24 

50 

147 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

10 

Diphtheria  ... 

2 

2 

I 

8 

17 

30 

Pneumonia 

5 

6 

2 

5 

2 

20 

Erysipelas  ... 

• • • 

5 

3 

2 

9 

19 

Malaria 

• • • 

3 

• • • 

• • * 

• * « 

3 

Puerperal  F ever 

• • • 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

• « * 

I 

Varicella 

• • • 

• • • 

I 

14 

9 

24 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• « • 

• » • 

I 

I 

Totals 

63 

38 

9 

55 

90 

255 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Below  are  given  tables  of  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  and  of  tuberculosis  respectively,  at  various  age  groups  : — 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
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In  the  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  which  occurred,  the 
patient  was  treated  at  home,  the  vision  being  unimpaired. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

I respectfully  beg  to  submit  this  report,  together  with  the 
Inspector’s  record  of  work,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Rural 
District  Council. 

C.  W.  HOWE. 
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